
Probation Committee 
Judicial Conference of Indiana 

 
January 14, 2005 

 
Minutes 

 
 

 The Probation Committee of the Judicial Conference of Indiana met at the Indiana 
Judicial Center on January 14, 2005. 
 
 
 

1. Members present.  The following members of the committee were present:  
Mark Stoner, Wayne Steele, Thomas Lett, Douglas R. Bridges and John 
Surbeck, chair. 

 
2. Staff present.  Jane Seigel, Jenny Bauer, Bob Champion, and Michelle 

Goodman provided staff assistance to the committee. 
 
3. Approval of minutes.  The October 2004 minutes were approved. 
 
4. POPAI Education Request.  Jane Seigel and Bob Champion reported that 

the Probation Officers Professional Association of Indiana contacted the 
Judicial Center about collaborating on a “field work academy” for probation 
officers.  Ms. Seigel distributed information on the proposed training sent by 
POPAI representatives and explained that POPAI regularly trains chief 
probation officers on administrative issues.  Ms. Seigel reported that the 
Probation Officers Advisory Board reviewed the proposal recently and had 
concerns with the emphasis on law enforcement, funding and the possible 
creation of liability for departments that do not attend the training.  Because of 
these concerns, the Probation Officers Advisory Board asked the Probation 
Committee to review the proposal.  The Probation Committee reviewed the 
proposal and then discussed.  The Committee shared many of the concerns 
raised by the Advisory Board and agreed that the training as proposed should 
not be encouraged.  The Committee also discussed the idea of making 
trainings offered by the Judicial Center mandatory, and asked Ms. Seigel and 
Mr. Champion to put together a proposal on mandatory training.   

 
5. Interstate Compact.  Jenny Bauer reported that several probation 

departments have contacted the Judicial Center with concerns over acceptance 
of interstate compact cases at the local level.  In particular, the probation 
departments have raised concerns about liability and whether a judge should 
officially accept the case to protect the probation officer.  Judge Bridges 
suggested that there be state-wide standards for procedures related to interstate 
compact cases.  He would like to see standards on who accepts the case, how 



the case is accepted, and if judicial orders are necessary.  The Committee 
asked the Judicial Center staff to begin work on standards for interstate 
compact. 

 
6. Legislation.  Jenny Bauer distributed a list of probation-related bills and a 

copy of HB 1055.  She explained that HB 1055 is the bill proposed by Porter 
County’s judges to create a pre-trial probation services fee.  Ms. Bauer 
reported that she recently spoke with Judge Chidester of Porter County about 
possible Committee involvement with the bill.  Judge Chidester stated that the 
bill has not yet been scheduled for a hearing, and he will contact the Judicial 
Center if judges are needed to testify when the bill is heard.  Ms. Bauer also 
highlighted SB 98 (probation revocation), HB 1112 (direct placement in 
community corrections), and SB 119 (annual review of unpaid restitution 
orders). 

 
7. Community Counseling Centers.  Judge Stoner reported that the owner of 

Community Counseling Centers (a Marion County treatment provider) was 
recently convicted of a sex offense and sentenced to probation with the 
Marion County Probation Department.  Judge Stoner explained that Marion 
County probation has sent many probationers to counseling/treatment at 
Community Counseling Centers, and that they have stopped sending 
probationers there.  He asked the Committee to consider whether contracts 
with treatments providers should contain a “morals clause”.  Judge Stoner also 
told the Committee that he plans to send a letter to counties that surround 
Marion County to inform them of the trouble involving Community 
Counseling Centers.   

 
8. Probation Administration.  Bob Champion distributed the 2005 dates for 

probation activities.  He reported that someone contacted him recently asking 
if a person hired as a probation officer in October would have to meet the 
requirement of having 12 hours of continuing education for the calendar year.  
The Committee requested that Mr. Champion review the Probation Standards 
to determine if the requirement needs revision.  Mr. Champion also reported 
that a few probation departments in Indiana do not have a chief probation 
officer.  This creates a problem for the annual reporting of continuing 
education hours because the chief probation officer must sign the form.  Jane 
Seigel suggested that the Probation Committee send a memo to all courts, 
stating that they have noticed several departments without a chief, and 
reminding judges that the standards adopted by the conference require each 
department to have a chief probation officer.  Ms. Seigel also suggested that 
the memo should ask departments without a chief to designate one and that 
the Supreme Court will be notified of departments not in compliance. 

 
9. Sex Offender Conditions.  Jenny Bauer reported that condition #15 of the 

Recommended Special Conditions for Adult Sex Offenders was struck down 
by the Indiana Court of Appeals last year.  The Committee asked Ms. Bauer 



and Michelle Goodman to work on language to make the condition meet 
constitutional standards (or recommend removal of the condition if it cannot 
be rehabilitated).   

 
10. Other business.  Jenny Bauer reported that Wells County contacted her 

because the county’s insurance provider refused to cover probation officers, 
claiming that they are “state employees” who would be covered by the state.  
The Committee suggested that Wells County get a written confirmation from 
the Indiana Attorney General that the state does not cover probation officers in 
liability situations.   

 
11. 2005 meeting schedule.  The following schedule of meetings has been set for 

the Probation Committee in 2005:  April 15, July 15, and October 14.  All 
meetings begin at 1 p.m. EST at the Judicial Center. 

 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Jenny Bauer 
Staff Attorney 
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